
Things to remember when visiting the 
farm: 

 
Risk Assessment: 
 
We advise that you carry out a risk assessment during 
your pre-visit. A copy of the farm’s risk assessment is 
available on request, or can be downloaded from our 
website:  
 

Clothing: 
 
You and your pupils should wear appropriate outdoor 

clothing, including sturdy shoes. 
 
Behaviour: 
 
Teachers/ group leaders are responsible for their 
children’s behaviour throughout the visit. The children 
should understand how to behave on a farm and always 
follow the instructions of your tour guide. 
 
How to behave on a farm: 
 

 The animals have a balanced diet so avoid feeding 
them unless asked to. 

 Climbing on walls, fences or animal pens can be 
dangerous. 

 Eating animal feed could make you ill. 

 Do not handle farm equipment or machinery. 
 
 
 

 



Health and Safety 
 
We comply with Health and Safety Regulations, and it is 
important that all children and supervising adults are 
aware of the correct Health & Safety guidelines. 
 
The Health & Safety Executive has produced guidelines in 
a pamphlet called, HSE sheet AlS23 – Avoiding ill health 
at open farms – advice to farmers. The supplement to 
AIS23 advises teachers and others who organise visits to 
farms, on controlling the risk of infection from animal 
contact. 
 
Every animal carries a variety of micro-organisms, several 
of which are capable of being transferred to humans and 
causing infection. Some, such as bacterium Escherichia 
coli 0157 (E Coli 0157), cause illnesses that may be 
particularly acute in young children. 
 
Although the hazard from infection following a farm visit is 
real, the risk is small because it can be readily controlled 
by following the steps outlined below.  
 
 

Before Your Visit: 
 

1. Read and understand the advice in AIS23. During 
your pre-visit, assure yourself that the facilities we 
provide meet the recommendations in AIS23. 

 
2. Decide on the ratio of children to adults required for 

your visit. Use advice from the Registration & 
Inspection Unit of your local authority social services 
department. 

 
3.  Discuss with the adults their role during the visit. 

They must understand the need to make sure that 



the children follow the rules outlined below especially 
that they wash, or are helped to wash their hands, 
thoroughly after the farm tour and after contact with 
animals. Advise any pregnant women that they 
should not make contact with sheep or lambs. 

 
4. Discuss with the pupils the rules for the visit outlined 

below. Emphasise that they should not put anything, 
especially hands, in their mouths during the farm 
tour. 

 
5. On the day of the visit make sure that any cuts or 

grazes on the children’s hands are covered with a 
waterproof dressing. 

 

During Your Visit. 
 
Please make sure that the children: 

 Do not touch the animals unless allowed to by 
the tour guide. 

 Wash their hands thoroughly after any contact 
with animals, at the end of the farm tour and 
before eating. 

 Do not eat or drink whilst on the farm tour or in 
the playground. 

 Do not suck their fingers or put hands, pens, 
pencils etc in their mouths. 

 Do not climb onto walls or animal pens. 

 Stay in their allocated groups throughout the 
tour. 

 Listen carefully, and follow the instructions and 
information given by your tour guide. 

 
Remember: 

 The children are your responsibility during the 
visit. 



 You should supervise them during the visit, 
especially during hand washing, to make sure 
that each child washes thoroughly. 

 
 

Further Information: 
 
Copies of AIS23 and its supplement are available free 
from HSE Books. 
HSE Books, 
PO Box 1999, 
Sudbury 
Suffolk 
CO10 2WA 
(www.hsebooks.co.uk) 
 
 
 
 
 

 


